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CITIZENS’ IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE  
April 5, 2022, at 9AM 

Rev. 4/18/2022 

MEETING REPORT 
 

 

Meeting Called by: Shawna Bonshak, Chair 
 
Committee Members: Oksana Fuller   Karen Parkhurst  Doug Finch   
 Shawna Bonshak  Sarah Reynolds Patti Venezia   
 Tom Schwartz

 
Secretary: Kimberly Burkard 
 
Guests: Dennis Brewer Dick McCaughey Lindsey Frarey 
 

 
 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

• Ms. Bonshak opened the meeting at 9:00AM and greeted guests.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Affordable Housing 
o Lindsey Frarey will be reporting for Parks & Rec and Dennis Brewer will be 

reporting for the Tree Team.  
o Ms. Frarey shared a presentation. 

o  
o New Pirate Ship fixture installed at Outhouse Park. Thanks to Highway Dept & 

Parks & Rec for building the custom pirate ship. It is larger than other pirate ship 
and geared for ages 9-12. It includes a jungle gym and three slides. The pirate 
ships can “battle.” Children played on it over the winter and there has been much 
positive feedback. Mr. Finch noted a warm day had a completely full parking lot 
and a packed playground. 
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o   
o Motion Junction (Outhouse Park West) update. Anonymous donation of $475,000 

towards this project (two donors). This has helped to push the project forward.  

o  

o  
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o  
o They had 800 volunteers last year to help build the playground pieces. They still 

needed the special rubberized cement surface.  
o They applied for a grant to assist with the funding and will know by the end of 

April 2022 if approved. Funds would erect a pavilion. The hope is that by 
Memorial Day it would be playable. Mr. Finch noted that the goal amount in the 
graphic was supplied by the nonprofit, Think Big Motion Inclusion and that total 
expenses will be closer to $2.2 million. He noted that grant money and donations 
have helped much.  

o Ms. Frarey said that people are excited for this playground and she receives 
multiple calls per week asking about it. Groups are interested in traveling to visit 
the playground. (Group in Ohio mentioned.) Playground will be a destination. 

o Birthday Bash at Babcock. This is a facility that is lakeside at Onanda that is not 
being used. Looking to hold birthday parties to increase utilization. Hoping to 
have it available by June 1. 

o  
o Ms. Parkhurst suggested that Parks & Rec hang banner/signage to avoid problems 

seen at Outhouse. 
o Community Fire Pit at Onanda Park, lakeside. No current fire pits on the lakeside 

at Onanda. Looking to increase socialization and memories. Hoping to create this 
in the next few months. 
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o  
o Occupancy Data for Outhouse Park Hall (see slide below). 

o  
o Even though winter season is slow there has been great occupancy for Outhouse 

Park Hall. It is one of the most popular rentals. Onanda is mostly booked in July. 
Mr. Finch noted that a new software system is making this kind of data possible 
plus ability to advertise the facilities via AirB&B, etc. Huge increase in 
occupancy. 

o Joint Recreation program between the town and city. Registration opened March 
1. On March 9, Onanda was already full 6 out of the 8 weeks and there is a 
waiting list. 

o  



 
 

Citizens’ Implementation Committee     Page 5 of 13   

o 2022 Brochure can be found here for more details: 
https://www.canandaiguanewyork.gov/vertical/sites/%7BA388F052-E1B1-4CA4-
8527-A8BB46320BB9%7D/uploads/Summer_Rec_Full_Brochure_2022.6(1).pdf  

o Heather Pogue (city) is the recreation programming person. Ms. Frarey is working 
with her to try to expand the program offerings. Programs also at Outhouse, 
Baker, and Sonnenberg Parks. 

o Senior Recreation Program. The town partnered with Quail Summit on this 
program. There are cards plus one additional activity per month. Ms. Parkhurst 
added that there are cards/games (Scrabble) are on Thursdays 9-11am at Outhouse 
Park Hall and that the last Thursday of the month is a potluck lunch. Anyone can 
attend. Expansion of the senior programming is planned. A meeting with Victor 
Parks & Rec regarding programing to learn about their robust program offerings 
is planned.  

o  
o Camps (see next slide) 

o  
o Recreation events (see next slide) 
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o  
o Even though it was rained out last year, the Music in the Parks event was a huge 

success. They will plan for a big crowd again this year. 
o The Movie Night (Aug. 26) will include bounce houses. The city will be having 

movie nights on Aug. 13 and 27. 
o Special Olympics is looking for volunteer coaches.  
o Art Camp, Storytime STEM, E-gaming—new for 2022. (See slide below.)  

o  
o Mr. Finch answered a question about the ownership of Onanda and he said that it 

is getting very close. (Lake side portion currently owned by NYS.) 
o Mr. Finch said that he just submitted a grant for $1 million for Motion Junction 

(incl. $300K for rubberized play surface, $300K for additional concrete 
sidewalks). Phase I: getting playground open. Poured in place surface needed, 
$300K. About $100K short. Phase II: open space pavilion. It will have a timber 
frame portion and tongue-and-groove roof. New Energy Works is donating part of 
that. Phase III: improvements to entrance, parking, lighting, fencing, and 
landscaping. Phase IV: new ball field. Phase V: four-season building. This 
building is estimated at $2 million and will require a multi year fund-raising. 

o Ontario Children’s Foundation is one of the groups that contributed money 
($75,000). It is the longest serving non-profit entity in Ontario County. They were 
originally the Ontario Children’s Asylum. They will tell the story of their 
organization in the pavilion. A train ascetic will be used. Glass ceiling. Birthday 
parties rooms and flex space rooms.  

o Pavilion planned to be available Labor Day 2022. Restroom facilities and food 
concession area included. Wheel chair charging stations too.  
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o Mr. Finch noted that there is a mindset change for this area: everything has to be 
accessible to everyone, regardless of ability, or it must be accessible to no one. 
Example given of area too steep for wheelchairs that needed a wall built to make 
it accessible to no one.  

o Ms. Parkhurst asked if on-going maintenance has been budgeted. Mr. Finch said 
that the equipment has a 30-year warranty. The poured in place rubberized 
material has a 20-year warranty. On-going maintenance will the town’s 
responsibility but the group is planning on raising money for an endowment. 

o Mr. Brewer said information about the Tree Team and shared a packet of 
information. The packet of information included in the following pages. 
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o Mr. Brewer noted that the Tree Team is a small group of dedicated and 
knowledgeable individuals. They often visit town facilities on Saturdays.  

o In 2021, they visited all the town parks, cemeteries, and town hall and made 
reports.  

o In 2021, they planted a dogwood tree for Arbor Day in Outhouse Park.  
o They have met with the city tree committee and will continue to meet periodically 

with them. 
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o They reviewed landscaping plans for Motion Junction. Mr. Finch said the Tree 
Team was an amazing help. Mr. Brewer noted that the landscaping will be unique 
and beautiful. 

o Dan Meriam met with Parks & Rec staff and taught them about tree pruning. 
o There will be a 2022 Arbor Day event. A Girl Scout group will be involved.  
o They are creating a tree list that will identify desirable/undesirable trees for town 

residents. 
o They are looking at developing a “Heritage Tree” program as well as a tree 

inventory of parks, cemeteries, etc. 
o They will continue site visits and may expand to other town owned property.   
o They will continue to work with the ECB and the Watershed Association in 

identification and treatment of tree diseases. 
o Ms. Parkhurst asked about trees that the city is cutting down on the pier and 

Kershaw Park. Ms. Reynolds said that the city makes many plans available on 
their website. Ms. Parkhurst wondered if they were ash trees. Mr. Finch said that 
the city has two arborists on staff. Mr. Finch also noted that the Highway Dept 
has been taking down the ash trees in the Outhouse Park forest.  

o Mr. Finch said that ash trees are being taken down in the right-of-ways but there 
are more on private property. There was power knocked out to a city resident’s 
house when an ash tree came down in Outhouse Park.  

o Ms. Bonshak said that the Planning Board gets asked about what trees are 
appropriate for lakeside/RLD. She asked if that could be included in their tree list. 
Mr. Brewer said that the list will include more information on why trees are 
desirable. Ms. Reynolds noted the city’s list includes much information and it 
might be useful but it is needs to be updated. 

o Mr. McCaughey added there is a Jumping Worm invasive threat. These worms 
rob the soil of nutrients. He wondered if there was information to share about 
them. Ms. Burkard noted they are in the area and that there is a test using dry 
mustard mixed in water which is poured on the soil to test for jumping worms. 
(More about that test and worms can be found here: 
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/invasive-jumping-worms) Jumping worms 
was suggested for an ECB article, maybe July for Invasive Species Week. 

o Ms. Reynolds noted the Arbor Day planting would be on April 29. Mr. Brewer 
said that the trees would probably be smaller. He also said someone has donated 
$200 for a tree for West Lake School House. Ms. Bonshak noted that the ECB has 
money in their budget for a tree or two and that could be added to their upcoming 
meeting agenda. Mr. Bewer said they might be able to get a larger tree.  

o Ms. Reynolds said that Gary Kochersberger (ECB) has been involved with the 
Spongy Moth (aka Gypsy Moth) spraying and is working with the State and 
FLCC. When there is more rain during the caterpillar stage and increased 
numbers, there is a fungus which can effect the caterpillars. She noted there was 
less egg mass and less defoliation in 2021. The decision was made to not spray 
the uplands at Onanda in 2022. Ms. Parkhurst shared that there numbers are 
cyclical and this year should be less. Ms. Reynolds noted that deciduous trees 
have a better time than the conifers in dealing with the damage because of how 
leaves versus needles are produced in the trees. Ms. Burkard added that she has 
been updating the ECB webpage with spongy moth information from Mr. 
Kochersberger.  

o Ms. Bonshak said there is a 9am-4pm training day on April 22 at Town Hall. 
There is a sexual harassment training at 9 am which is required for all board and 
committee members.  
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ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING 
 

Adjournment @ 10:10AM 
 
Next Meeting, April 19, 2022, 9AM 


